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Resume. - Premier signalement de Polymixia nobilis Lowe, 1836 
(Polymixiidae) dans l’ocean Atlantique centre-est, aux abords de 
Pile de Sao Tome. 

Un specimen de Polymixia nobilis Lowe, 1836 (LS = 291 mm) 
a ete achete en 1955 aux pecheurs qui Pont capture a la ligne de 
fond au nord-est de Pile de Sao Tome (ocean Atlantique centre-est). 
Cette occurrence est consideree comme etant le premier signale¬ 
ment de Pespece Polymixia nobilis a Sao Tome. 
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Polymixia nobilis Lowe, 1836 has a large distribution: in East¬ 
ern Atlantic, south of Spain (Farias, et al., 2008), Azores (Saldanha, 
1977). Madeira (Lowe, 1836), Canary Islands (Webb and Berthe- 
lot, 1837-1844), Cape Verde (Reiner, 1996), St. Helena Islands 
(Edwards, 1990) and Great Meteor Tablemount (Fock et al., 2002), 
in Western Atlantic, West Indies, Saba Bank, Leeward Islands, off 
northern coast of Cuba (Claro, 1994) and west of the Bahamas 
(Moore, 2002). It is reported to occur in the northern coast of South 
America (Cervigon et al., 1992). It is also referenced in Western 
Indian Ocean, Madagascar, Maurice, Reunion Island and South 
Africa (Heemstra, 1986; Comic, 1987). 

One specimen of “Barbudo-de-fundo” was collected on 01 
October 1955, off the north-eastern coast of Sao Tome Island, close 
to Gamboa Beach (0°22’47.17”N; 06°43’11.99”E) (Fig. 1), during 
the scientific campaign promoted by the former Junta das Missoes 
Geograficas e de Investigates Coloniais under the coordination of 
the biologist Fernando Frade. The specimen was purchased from 
local fishermen, who caught it with a bottom line. It was then reg¬ 
istered with the field number 61 and the common name ‘Barbudo- 
de-fundo’. This specimen (Fig. 2) is now identified as Polymixia 
nobilis and deposited in the fish collection of the “Museu Nacional 
de Historia Natural e da Ciencia, Universidade de Lisboa” (MUH- 
NAC, MB06-005744). 

The P. nobilis specimen is described as follows: 

Body compressed and deepest at the level of dorsal fin origin. 
Snout blunt, rounded. Hyoid barbels present. Lateral line with a 
total of 37 scales; standard length, 291 mm; head length, 81 mm; 
eye diameter, 33 mm. Diagnostic features of this individual are in 



Figure 1. - Map of Sao Tome Island (Gulf of Guinea, Atlantic Ocean) 
showing the capture site (*) of Polymixia nobilis at Gamboa Beach 
(0°22 ’47.17”N; 06°43’ 11,99”E). 



Figure 2. - Polymixia nobilis Lowe, 1836 (MB06-005744) (SL = 291 mm) 
captured on 01 Oct. 1955 with bottom line off the north-eastern coast of 
S. Tome Island, close to Gamboa Beach, by local fishermen. Photo by L.F. 
Lopes. 

accordance with the previous descriptions of the species (Hureau, 
1986). 

Meristic formula: D, V+35; A, IV+17; P, 1+6; V, 1+5 
This occurrence is the first record of P. nobilis for Sao Tome 
Island (Gulf of Guinea, Atlantic Ocean). 
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